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February 5, 2010

Re:Public records request pursuant to Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 1,   §     315   et seq.  

Dear Attorney General Sorrell:

The ACLU of Vermont and its supporters statewide have become concerned that 
prosecuting authorities in Vermont may be assisting law enforcement officers in 
obtaining information from mobile telephone carriers that enables officers to track 
the location of individuals’ mobile phones.  Therefore, in accordance with Vt. Stat. 
Ann. tit. 1, § 315 et seq., the ACLU of Vermont hereby requests copies of the 
following information, in either electronic or paper format:

 1. Any record(s) showing requests filed by the Attorney General’s office in any 
court since January 1, 2008 for the obtainment of mobile telephone location 
information from any telecommunications provider or mobile phone carrier. 
Your response should include, but should not be limited to:
(a) the date on which the request was filed,
(b) the court in which the request was filed,
(c) the docket number and name of the matter, and
(d) the name of the telecommunications provider or mobile phone carrier 

from which the data was sought.

 2. Any record(s) showing requests made by the Attorney General’s office to 
any mobile phone carrier or telecommunications provider since January 1, 
2008 for the obtainment of mobile telephone location information absent a 
court order mandating that the carrier or provider furnish the information. 
Your response should include, but should not be limited to:
(a) any documents pertaining to the request made by the Attorney General’s 

office, and 
(b) any documents pertaining to the response received from the mobile 

phone carrier or telecommunications provider.

We have addressed this request to you in the belief that you are the custodian of 
such records.  If you are not, please forward this request to the proper custodian of 
such documents and inform us of who the proper custodian is.  The ACLU of 



Vermont is prepared to pay reasonable costs for copies of the above-specified 
records upon delivery, provided that the total does not exceed $300.  If the total cost 
of producing the records would exceed $300, please notify me before incurring the 
expense.

If you believe that the ACLU of Vermont is not entitled to some of these records, 
please inform us within two business days, as required by Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 1, 
§ 318(a)(2), and inform us of the specific exemption that you believe applies to 
each record or portion of a record being withheld.  If an otherwise public record has 
a portion that is exempt from disclosure, we request that you block out the exempt 
portion and release a copy of the rest of the record together with a notation 
identifying the specific exemption that you believe applies to the portion withheld. 
If some or all of our request is denied, please notify us of the title and name of the 
person responsible for the denial, and please inform us of the appeal procedures 
available to us, including the name of the person to whom appeal may be made.

If you have questions about this request, please feel free to contact me.  Thank  you 
for your assistance.

Yours sincerely,

/s/

Dan Barrett
Staff Attorney


